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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL DHAHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT BY POUCH 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA BY POUCH 

UNCLAS STATE 244322 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, LE, SA 

SUBJECT: BUILDING MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
EXHIBITION 

1. DURING A HOME LEAVE VISIT TO USDOC ECONOMIC COUNSELOR EUGENE 
BIRD CONFIRMED HIS OWN COMMITMENT THAT SUBJECT EXHIBITION BE 
HELD IN SAUDI ARABIA IN APRIL 1975. DUE TO CURRENT NEAR EAST 

BOOM IN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AND INFINITE POTENTIAL FOR US EXPORT 
SALES OPPORTUNITIES, BIRD PR F.VA TIED UPON USDOC NOT TO POSTPONE 
APRIL DATE OR CANCEL SHOW. 

2. LARGE VOLUME OF CABLE TRAFFIC HAS BEEN SENT BY USDOC TO EMBASSY 
AND RTDO BEIRUT OUTLINING SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR SITE SURVEY 

AND LOCATION, FREIGHT FORWARDING REQUIREMENTS, SUGGESTIONS FOR MARKET 
PROMOTION PROGRAM AND OVERTURE BY EMBASSY TO AN APPROPRIATE SAG 
MINISTRY LEVELS TO GARNER OFFICIAL SAG SUPPORT WHICH WOULD INSURE 
ATTENDANCE TO FAIR OF HIGH LEVEL PRIVATE PUBLIC BUSINESSMEN AND 
OFFICIALS FROM AREAS OUTSIDE OF EXHIBITION SITE. 

3. TO DATE USDOC HAS NOT RECEIVED ANSWER TO THESE REQUESTS. 
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TO A LATER DATE. USDOC CONCURRED WITH BIRD AS TO HIS RECOMMENDA- 
TION TO MAINTAIN APRIL SCHEDULE AND CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THAT DATE 
PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF EXPRESSED INTEREST BY US BUILDING INDUSTRY. 
IT APPEARS THIS OVERWHELMING INTEREST CAN NOW SUPPORT A 50 EXHI- 
BITOR SHOW. 

POST ACTION 

A. USDOC REQUESTS POST SUBMIT RECOMMNDATIONS FOR SITE LOCATION 
INCLUDING RENTAL COSTS. 

B. GET SIGNED OPTION FOR SITE WITH NO OBLIGATIONS 

C. DATES OF OPTION AND DATE OF SHOW FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE DAYS 
INCLUDING SHOW HOURS. 

D. MARKET PROMOTION - RECOMMENDATIONS ON HOW TO ATTRACT PROSPEC- 
TIVE BUYERS FROM SURROUNDING COUNTRIES. 

E. NAMES OF THREE FREIGHT FORWARDERS CAPABLE OF HANDLING SHIPMENT 
EXPEDITIOUSLY TO AND FROM SHOW. 

F. RESULT OF MEETING WITH SAG MINISTRY. 

4. IN ABSENCE OF ANSWERS THESE QUESTIONS USDOC RELUCTENTLY MUST 
DEFER OR CANCEL THIS EVENT. 

5. USDOC MUST HAVE REPLY NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 12. 8,&34 9)) 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED BEIRUT AND JIDDA. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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